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in the Pacific Theater exceeded 400 
during World War II, and in all six Ma-
rine divisions from 1942 to 1945. They 
were credited with saving thousands of 
lives and actually hastening the end of 
the war itself. At the time of the war, 
World War II, fewer than 30 non-Native 
speakers understood the Navajo’s un-
written language. The size and simple 
complexity of the language made the 
code extremely difficult to com-
prehend, much less decipher. In fact, it 
was not until 1968 that the United 
States Government declassified the 
code. The Japanese never were able to 
decode this code. So that is a com-
pliment to their accomplishments with 
the Navajo Code Talkers. In fact, there 
has been a movie made on it. 

In Congress, we have begun to recog-
nize the extraordinary achievement 
from veterans such as these. This past 
June, the House passed H.R. 366. This 
was introduced by Congressman John 
Sullivan of Oklahoma, naming the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Out-
patient Clinic in Tulsa, Oklahoma, as 
the Ernest Childers Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Outpatient Clinic. This 
man was a Native American from the 
Creek nation, who was awarded the 
Medal of Honor for his courageous ac-
tions during World War II. 

In addition, the House passed H.R. 
2546, which names the Asheville VA 
Medical Center after another brave Na-
tive American, PFC Charles George. He 
also was honored with the Medal of 
Honor posthumously for his actions in 
the Korean War. H.R. 2546 was passed 
last week by the Senate and now is 
awaiting the President’s signature. 

So, Mr. Speaker, it is because of the 
gallant actions of our Native American 
veterans like those of Lieutenant Colo-
nel Childers and PFC George, as well as 
the bravery and fortitude of the Navajo 
Code Talkers who served with the Ma-
rines, that I and other Members are 
proud to sponsor this resolution. We 
urge its passage. It actually recognizes 
the many contributions throughout the 
history of our Nation of our Native 
American veterans in protecting the 
freedoms that we enjoy in this country 
today. So I encourage all Americans, 
take time to recognize the sacrifice 
and achievement of these veterans. 

Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in strong support of H. Res. 744, which 
recognizes the contributions of Native Amer-
ican veterans and calls upon the president to 
issue a day in honor of their service. 

As an original cosponsor of H.R. 744, I 
would like to thank Representative WILSON for 
introducing this important resolution to honor 
the service of our nation’s Native American 
Veterans. I also would like to recognize Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee Chairman BOB FIL-
NER and Ranking Member STEVE BUYER for 
their strong leadership and unwavering dedi-
cation to Native American veterans and for 
working to quickly move this resolution to the 
House floor. 

For more than 200 years Native Americans 
have served in the military—at a higher rate 
than any other ethnic group. Now, in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, a new generation of Native 

Americans serve their country. These young 
men and women, such as Private First Class 
Sheldon Hawk Eagle, from Eagle Butte, South 
Dakota and Corporal Brett Lundstrom from 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota, who were both 
killed while serving in Iraq, join a long line of 
Native Americans that have answered the call 
to duty on behalf of their country. Their service 
to our nation must never be forgotten. 

To honor the sacrifice of countless Native 
American veterans, like Private First Class 
Hawk Eagle and Corporal Lundstrom, I en-
courage my colleagues to support final pas-
sage of this resolution. 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of House Resolution 744 
and in honor of this country’s Native American 
veterans. 

For well over 200 years, Native Americans 
have provided military and strategic service to 
the U.S., acting as patriotic soldiers and 
standing side-by-side their fellow citizens in 
defense of our country. There are nearly 
200,000 Native American veterans in the U.S. 
today, including members of every single tribe 
and pueblo. In New Mexico, there are count-
less stories of heroic Native American men 
and women serving in uniform. 

I am proud to have sponsored earlier legis-
lation to honor Native American veterans. Dur-
ing the 106th Congress, I introduced a bill to 
honor the Navajo Code Talkers with the Con-
gressional Gold Medal in honor of their dedi-
cated service during World War II. These 
brave interpreters used their native tongue to 
carefully transmit confidential Allied messages 
regarding the movement and strategy of mil-
lions of fellow soldiers. Not once was their 
code broken. Sixty years after their service, 
these men were honored in the Capitol Ro-
tunda with the Congressional Gold Medal. 

This past Congress, I was privileged to 
sponsor a measure to allow Native American 
tribes to be eligible for grants to establish 
state veterans cemeteries on tribal land. This 
long overdue legislation ensures that those 
Native American veterans who desire to be 
buried at home will not have their final wishes 
denied. I was happy that it was passed and 
am encouraged that we will soon see the first 
state veterans cemetery locate on tribal land. 

To date, 47 Native Americans have given 
their lives in Afghanistan and Iraq. We honor 
their memory and their sacrifice by ensuring 
the Native American veterans who return 
home and granted the respect they deserve. 
As we approach Veterans Day later this week, 
we must remember that Native American have 
served our nation with pride, and continue to 
put on the uniform with bravery, honor, and 
dignity. I urge all of my colleagues to thank all 
veterans for their service, and to recognize the 
considerable sacrifice given by our country’s 
Native Americans. 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
FILNER) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 744. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material in the RECORD on 
H. Res. 744. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

PROVIDING FOR THE REAPPOINT-
MENT OF ROGER W. SANT AS A 
CITIZEN REGENT OF THE BOARD 
OF REGENTS OF THE SMITHSO-
NIAN INSTITUTION 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the Senate joint resolution 
(S.J. Res. 7) providing for the re-
appointment of Roger W. Sant as a cit-
izen regent of the Board of Regents of 
the Smithsonian Institution. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
joint resolution. 

The text of the Senate joint resolu-
tion is as follows: 

S.J. RES. 7 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That, in accordance with 
section 5581 of the Revised Statutes (20 
U.S.C. 43), the vacancy on the Board of Re-
gents of the Smithsonian Institution, in the 
class other than Members of Congress, occur-
ring because of the expiration of the term of 
Roger W. Sant of Washington, D.C., is filled 
by the reappointment of Roger W. Sant, for 
a term of 6 years, effective October 25, 2007. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. BRADY) and the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. EHLERS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members have 5 legislative days to 
revise and extend their remarks in the 
RECORD and include extraneous matter. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, this joint resolution 
will reappoint Roger W. Sant to be a 
citizen regent of the Smithsonian In-
stitution for a second 6-year term. The 
last few years have been very difficult 
ones for the Smithsonian. The after-
math of the September 11 attacks 
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caused a significant drop in public at-
tendance at the Smithsonian facilities, 
which has only recently begun to 
bounce back. Many believe the Institu-
tion has become too closely identified 
with donors and corporate sponsors of 
its buildings and activities, which 
threatens its reputation for independ-
ence. 

Mr. Speaker, the House Administra-
tion Committee thought long and hard 
about whether it would be appropriate 
to replace some members of the Board 
of Regents. In prior years, the com-
mittee had essentially rubber-stamped 
appointment recommendations from 
the board, and candidates seeking a 
second term routinely received it. This 
year, two citizens regents are seeking 
reappointment, including Mr. Sant, 
and two additional seats will be filled 
by new members who have who not yet 
been recommended to us. So there is a 
process of natural rotation. 

We ultimately decided to give the 
board more time to implement the 
promising reforms recommended both 
by its Governance Committee and the 
Independent Review Committee. The 
committee expects the board to ap-
point a secretary who will be fully re-
sponsive to the board and protect the 
values the American public has ex-
pected of the Smithsonian. 

As part of the process of considering 
this joint resolution, committee mem-
bers met with Mr. Sant 2 weeks ago to 
hear his views about recent events in 
the Smithsonian and assessment of the 
pace of the ongoing reforms at the In-
stitution. We were cautiously opti-
mistic that the board is on the right 
track. Mr. Sant has broad under-
standing of the Smithsonian operation 
and its past flaws, and we believe he 
can make a useful contribution to the 
restructuring of the board. 

He also informed the committee that 
he is not running for the new and en-
hanced position of chairman of the 
board, which is expected to be created 
January 2008 as one of the principal re-
form recommendations. We think the 
new occupant of this position should 
bring a fresh perspective of the man-
agement of the board’s affairs. 

For these reasons, we have decided to 
recommend Mr. Sant’s reappointment 
to the board for a second 6-year term 
and urge his approval by the House. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, as ranking member of 
the House Administration Committee, 
I am pleased to support S.J. Res. 7, a 
bill that allows for the reappointment 
of Roger Sant as a citizen regent of the 
Smithsonian Institution. 

Several other members of the Com-
mittee on House Administration and I 
had the opportunity recently to meet 
with Mr. Sant and discuss the road 
ahead for the Smithsonian in this time 
of change and opportunity, and also to 
discuss the mistakes of the past. Mr. 
Sant assured me that, with his re-

appointment, he would do his part to 
ensure that the ‘‘Nation’s attic,’’ which 
is the common name for the Smithso-
nian, is not being looted by those who 
have put personal gain above the inter-
ests of the Institution. 

In the last Congress, this committee 
conducted an oversight hearing into 
Smithsonian Business Ventures in 
what would turn out to be a prophetic 
concern about the museum’s financial 
operations. While my colleague Chair-
man BRADY and and I are committed to 
continuing vigorous oversight of the 
Smithsonian, an effective and engaged 
Board of Regents is an essential first 
line of defense in ensuring that we do 
not experience a repeat of those prob-
lems that plagued the immediate past 
president of the Smithsonian. 

I am confident, based on the state-
ments made by Mr. Sant, that he is 
committed to earning back the trust of 
the Congress and the American people 
regarding the board’s role of safe-
guarding our Nation’s most treasured 
assets and ensuring proper governance 
of the Smithsonian and all its different 
enterprises. 

I appreciate the leadership given by 
the chairman of this committee, Mr. 
BRADY, and the way he has taken hold 
of this issue, among others, and I am 
pleased to join him in approving this 
resolution. 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of the reappointment of Roger 
Sant to the Smithsonian Board of Regents. 

I am a new member of the Board of Re-
gents since January. And although the past 
eleven months have been challenging for the 
Smithsonian . . . this period of transition will 
result in a new Secretary, an improved gov-
ernance structure and a stronger relationship 
with Congress and the American people. I be-
lieve that much of the changes can be attrib-
uted to Mr. Sant’s leadership during this time. 

In March, Mr. Sant led the effort to create 
both an Independent Review Committee, 
headed by Chuck Bowsher, formerly the 
Comptroller General of the United States . . . 
and an internal Governance Committee, on 
which I serve. 

As a result of both of the committees’ work, 
the Regents adopted a comprehensive set of 
governance reforms, comprised of 25 specific 
changes in June, 2007. In broad terms, these 
reforms will ensure that the Board of Regents 
and the Secretary of the Smithsonian work to-
gether in a constructive partnership, and will 
improve the Smithsonian’s culture of account-
ability and transparency. To date, eleven of 
these 25 reforms have been implemented in 
whole or in part, and the remainder will be im-
plemented by May, 2008. 

Additionally, Mr. Sant serves on the new Fa-
cilities Revitalization Committee. The Com-
mittee is addressing shortfalls in funding for 
Smithsonian facilities revitalization and mainte-
nance, estimated to require $1 billion above 
current funding levels over the next ten years. 
The Regents are hard at work developing a 
plan to fund this shortfall and return the 
Smithsonian’s museums and other facilities to 
the condition expected by the American public. 

My colleagues and I on the Board of Re-
gents are fully committed to ensuring that the 
Institution operates at the highest level of in-

tegrity and transparency. Mr. Sant has been 
involved at every level of reform and has done 
a tremendous amount of work, as have my fel-
low Regents. The Board is guided by the 
same principals that guide our work in Con-
gress . . . operating as a public trust . . . fol-
lowing only the highest ethical standards . . . 
and conducting business with an increased 
ethos of transparency. 

The Board’s accomplishments during these 
few months are notable, as are its plans for 
future improvements. The Board of Regents is 
currently conducting a search for a new Sec-
retary, and is still in the midst of a thorough 
and thoughtful process to reform its govern-
ance structure. We have the momentum and 
the dedication from the Board Members and 
need to be able to continue our work. 

I applaud Chairman BRADY and Ranking 
Member EHLERS for moving Mr. Sant’s re-
appointment at this time. And for their contin-
ued commitment to the betterment of the Insti-
tution. 

Let me conclude by saying that each year, 
over 25 million visitors come to the Smithso-
nian. The National Collections, containing over 
135 million items, are cared for, displayed, 
and made available for research by this be-
loved institution. 

The Smithsonian faces many challenges as 
it pursues its mission for ‘‘the increase and dif-
fusion of knowledge.’’ While the Board works 
to find a new Secretary, institute governance 
reforms and address facilities needs . . . the 
Smithsonian continues to mount world-class 
exhibitions and conduct cutting-edge research 
in science, history, art, and culture. 

The Smithsonian offers a uniquely American 
experience to all of our constituents when they 
come to the nation’s capitol. Mr. Sant’s dedi-
cation and commitment to the Smithsonian 
benefit us all. 

I would urge my colleagues to support his 
reappointment to ensure that all of the reforms 
that he has helped to implement are executed 
in a prompt and timely manner. I thank him for 
his leadership during this period of transition. 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I have no further speakers, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
BRADY) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the Senate joint resolu-
tion, S.J. Res. 7. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the Senate 
joint resolution was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PROVIDING TECHNICAL CORREC-
TIONS TO PUBLIC LAW 109–116 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the Senate bill (S. 2206) to 
provide technical corrections to Public 
Law 109–116 (2 U.S.C. 2131a note) to ex-
tend the time period for the Joint Com-
mittee on the Library to enter into an 
agreement to obtain a statue of Rosa 
Parks, and for other purposes. 
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